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048915 120713Z/16 

R 120141Z OCT 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS STATE 244220 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, JA 

SUBJECT: IWC OBSERVERS FOR MINKE WHALING OPERATION 

1 . THE IWC HAS CONTACTED THE US TO ASK THAT WE CONSIDER 
EXPANDING THE IWC WHALE OBSERVER SCHEME TO INCLUDE ADDI- 
TIONAL OBSERVERS FOR THE MINKE WHALE FISHERIES. IN THE 
1977 SEASON, CATCH LIMITS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR THE FIRST 
TIME FOR MINKE WHALES IN THE NORTH PACIFIC. THESE WHALES 
ARE PROCESSED AT LAND STATIONS NOT REGULARLY USED FOR THE 
PROCESSING OF OTHER WHALES, AND CANNOT BE COVERED BY THE 
PRESENT 2 OBSERVERS. THE MINKE WHALE SEASON ALSO RUNS CON- 
CURRENTLY WITH THE BRYDE’S WHALE SEASON, AND OVERLAPS WITH 
THE SPERM WHALE SEASON, AND AN ADDITIONAL OBSERVER IS THERE- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 244220 

FORE NECESSARY. 

2- EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT APPROPRIATE GOJ OFFI- 
CIALS TO REQUEST THEIR VIEWS ON EXPANDING THE US-JAPAN 
OBSERVER PROGRAM TO INCLUDE AN ADDITIONAL US OBSERVER FOR 
THE MINKE WHALE FISHERY. IT IS THE US VIEW THAT THERE ARE 
PARTICULAR OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH PLACING OB- 
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SERVERS IN THE MINKE WHALE FISHERY, WHICH ARE COMMON TO 
BOTH NORTH ATLANTIC AND NORTH PACIFIC MINKE FISHERIES; AND 
THAT PLACEMENT OF ADDITIONAL OBSERVER SHOULD TAKE PLACE 
IN BOTH OCEANS AFTER THE ANALYSIS AND REPORT REQUESTED BY 

THE IWC FOR THE 30TH ANNUAL MEETING REGARDING THE 
ATLANTIC MINKE WHALE OBSERVER SCHEME HAS BEEN CONSIDERED. 

USG ASSUMES GOJ HAS RECEIVED SIMILAR COMMUNICATION FROM 
IWC. PLEASE ADVISE IF GOJ IS IN AGREEMENT WITH FOREGOING 
PROPOSED U.S. RESPONSE. AND IF THEY PLAN TO RESPOND TO 
IWC IN A SIMILAR MANNER. VANCE 
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Message Attributes 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
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Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Event: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IWC OBSERVERS FOR MINKE WHALING OPERATION 
TAGS: SENV, JA, IWC-1 
To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/22278c31-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



